
The Acolyte  2022 

 
 
 

Emanuel Lutheran Church is a community of faith, leading people to Christ. 

 

FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES AT EMANUEL 

February 2 – Wednesday Night Bible Study 

February 9 – Wednesday Night Bible Study 

February 10 – Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

February 12 – Men’s Group at 9:00 a.m. Social Hall 

February 13 – Food Pantry Sunday/Souperbowl Sunday 

February 16 – Wednesday Night Bible Study 

February 19 – Anniversary Committee 

February 22 – Worship & Music 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

February 23 – Wednesday Night Bible Study 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
The “I am” statements of Jesus, as found in the 

Gospel of John, is the focus of the Wednesday 

evening Bible Study now. Pastor Mark is connecting 

those “I am” statements to prophecies and events 

from the Old Testament and Jesus’ time walking on 

earth. You might find it interesting. Let Pastor Mark 

know you are interested, and he will send you a 

Zoom invitation and link. 

 

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS  

Birthdays 

3 Keith Elder 

17 Margaret Dare 

18 Wayne Knerr 

19 Elaine Williams 

28 Mason Cobb 

Celebrating anniversaries are: 

   9 Les and Cindy Sutton 

18 Scott and Chrissy Smith 

May your celebrations be richly blessed. 

Please let the office know if there are birthdays we 

have missed. 

FEBRUARY ALTAR GUILD 
Dottie Lower 

FEBRUARY USHERS 
Kyle Knerr and Wayne May 

Emanuel Lutheran Church Sunday Opportunities:  

366 Cohansey-Friesburg Road Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 

P. O. Box 363 Sanctuary Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

Elmer, NJ 08318    in-person and via Facebook live  

Phone: 856-451-5669 The Rev. Mark A. Werner, Pastor 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 



STEWARDSHIP 

Financials as of December 2021: 

YTD Income: $198,214.57 

YTD Expense: $157,845.87 

YTD Net Income: $40,638.70 

Total yearly budgeted income/expense: $165,009.00  

LEFTOVERS 
a stewardship moment 

Sometimes, it’s enjoyable to have a nice dinner out, 

being served by someone else and no clean-up 

afterwards! Usually, the restaurant serves too much 

food, and leftovers are taken home to be finished 

another day. We reheat the leftovers in the oven or 

microwave and are ready to enjoy that nice meal all 

over again. Unfortunately, the food just isn’t quite as 

good reheated as it is when initially served to us.  

Or maybe growing up, you wore hand-me-downs – 

someone else’s leftovers. The clothes were still 

good, but not new – not yours. Perhaps it made you 

feel less important or cared for. Why did you have to 

wear the leftovers when someone else got brand 

new? That happens in larger families, and we should 

be grateful for what we have. 

Or how about farm dogs, most of whom used to be 

fed with table scraps, those leftovers from the family 

meal. They didn’t get the steak or the pork chop, but 

the bone; the broth, but not the stew; the crusts, but 

not the fresh bread. 

Is that how we treat God with our tithes and 

offerings? He cares for us 24/7, every second, every 

minute of every day. Shouldn’t we be more grateful 

than dropping a few dollars in the offering tray when 

it passes our way? Why should we want God to be 

satisfied with our scraps or our leftovers?  

When we attend worship services, do we drop what 

we have in our pocket in the offering plate, or are we 

grateful enough to give regularly and faithfully? Our 

offering envelopes are addressed so that you can 

mail in your tithe or offering if you cannot bring it to 

worship. An even easier way is to use the online 

giving that is offering through our website 

(https://www.emanuelelmer.church). Schedule your 

donation for however you give – weekly, monthly, 

special.   

However and whatever you give, remember how 

blessed you are, and give back to God what is 

already his – not the scraps and leftovers. 

THE GREATEST TREASURE  
Pr. Brian Triller 

I have been using a taxi to get to appointments with 

my eye doctor when I can't drive there myself. My 

taxi driver is a Christian who loves to talk about the 

Lord and share His Word. 

As my driver was taking me home one time, he said 

that reading and studying God's written Word is like 

going on a treasure hunt. And how right he is! 

The Bible is a vast storehouse of spiritual blessings 

to those who enter into it. God's written Word is a 

priceless gift to be treasured by us. 

As the Holy Spirit wills, we hear God speaking to us 

personally as we listen to, read, study, and meditate 

on portions of Holy Scripture. Through His written 

Word, God reveals Himself to us—Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. God is present in His Word. 

Through His Word, our Lord gives us comfort, 

strength, wisdom, and healing. As He speaks to us, 

He also rebukes and corrects us as we stray away 

from Him. And, as we turn back to Him in 

repentance, He speaks His forgiveness to us. 

After Jesus had been fasting in the wilderness for 40 

days, Satan tempted Him to turn stones into bread. 

Jesus replied to the devil by declaring: “It is written, 

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 

4:4 ESV) 

In John's Gospel, when Jesus asked the Twelve if 

they were going to stop following Him, Peter 

exclaimed, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 

the words of eternal life. (John 6:68 ESV). 

The Word of God is the only source of 

eternal life for us. And there is nothing 

more precious than our living in the 

loving presence of God for all eternity! 

Prayer: Dear Lord, just as we eat food 

every day, may we come to Your written Word daily 

to be nourished in our relationship with You. Thank 

You for the treasure of Your Word--You alone have 

the words of eternal life!  Amen! 

 

friesburg filosophy 

If you can’t take God with you, don’t go! 

 
 

https://www.emanuelelmer.church/


LIBRARY VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  

Did you know that we have a small library? Located 

in the back Sunday school room, there are a number 

of books that need to be organized. If you would like 

to oversee this project, please speak with Pastor 

Mark or a member of the council. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Are we interested in having a Vacation Bible School 

this summer? A volunteer is needed to direct VBS. 

We will also need individuals willing to assist with 

various stations. All volunteers would have to 

complete the background check prior to VBS. If you 

would like to assist or direct, please speak with 

Pastor Mark or a member of the Christian Education 

Committee. Parents, please let Pastor Mark know if 

you are interested in a VBS for your children. 

 

ATTENTION ALL LADIES 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the Good News! 
Romans 10:15 

The first ever weekend retreat for Women of the 

Atlantic Mission Region is scheduled for Friday, 

May 6 – through Sunday, May 8, 2022 at Twin Pines 

Camp and Retreat Center in Stroudsburg, PA. The 

theme of the retreat is Beautiful Feet. This is an 

excellent opportunity for women of the NALC 

Atlantic Mission Region to gather together to 

fellowship, study, share and worship together. 

It is Mother’s Day weekend, but fear not! The retreat 

will close in time for you to return home to that 

delicious dinner your family will have prepared for 

you.  

Cost of the retreat weekend is $175 for a double 

occupancy room. From Friday supper through 

Sunday lunch, all meals are included, as well as 

linens and towels. All you need to bring is yourself, 

clothing, toiletries and your Bible.  

Check out Twin Pines Camp at www.twinpines.org. 

To ensure your spot, complete the pre-registration 

form (available from the office) and send with your 

$50 non-refundable deposit to the Atlantic Mission 

Region, noting retreat on your deposit. On-line 

registration is also available at 

https://atlanticmissionregionnalc.regfox.com/amr-

2022-womens-retreat-pre-registration.  

Hope you will join us! 

 

HOLY SPIRIT AT EMANUEL 

Were you there? Did you feel it? On Sunday, 

January 23, the adult Sunday School was interrupted 

to let us know there was no heat in the church 

building. After discovering there was no propane in 

the tank, Wayne May took action to get some 

delivered. However, it would not be in time to heat 

the building. The decision was made to move the 

worship service to the social hall.  

It was then, immediately, that the community of faith 

that is Emanuel worked as one to ensure that the 

worship service would be available. Tables were 

taken down and chairs put up in the social hall by the 

adult Sunday School class. As individuals arrived for 

worship, Mike Clark, Jimmy Cobb, Allan 

Hermanson and Kyle Knerr joined with others to 

move hymnals and bulletins, place a sign on the 

church entrance directing worshipers to the social 

hall. A small altar and the keyboard were set up. 

Candles were lit, the prelude was offered, and 

Wayne Knerr welcomed all to this improvised 

arrangement. He also pulled it all together with his 

message. 

It was apparent to me that the Holy Spirit was alive 

and well and moving among us that morning. One of 

the readings for the day was from 1 Corinthians 

12:12-31, reminding us that we are the body of 

Christ, and we work together as that body. Just as 

our bodies are made up of many parts, so is the 

community of faith that is Emanuel. That morning, it 

was obvious that we were one body, working 

together to accomplish God’s purpose for us in that 

place. It was good to be close enough to hear each 

other sing and pray and share. Let’s keep that spirit 

alive as we continue to share Christ.  

Dianne Hermanson 

A SHOWER OF CARDS FOR ELAINE 

As most of you know and have 

experienced, Elaine Williams has 

begun a ministry of sending cards 

and letters. While she has 

undertaken this ministry at her 

own expense, she has been blessed with gifts of 

cards and stamps. Judy Cellmer and Dianne 

Hermanson have copied her letter at the church that 

is included in each card. February 19th is Elaine's 

birthday. I'm asking you to bless her by participating 

in a surprise birthday card shower. Simply send her a 

birthday card with a note of appreciation for her 

outreach.  Pastor Mark 

http://www.twinpines.org/
https://atlanticmissionregionnalc.regfox.com/amr-2022-womens-retreat-pre-registration
https://atlanticmissionregionnalc.regfox.com/amr-2022-womens-retreat-pre-registration


Pastor’s Perspective 
February, 2022 

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.” Proverbs 19:17 

One of the bright spots of the entire pandemic has been the great generosity that you, the congregation 
that is Emanuel Lutheran Church, have demonstrated. You have been exceedingly generous with your 
financial contributions for the mission and ministry, not only of our church, but of the larger one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic church. We continue to give beyond ourselves to support the work of the North 
American Lutheran Church, the Atlantic Mission Region, the North American Lutheran Seminary, North 
American Lutheran Church Disaster Response, Cornerstone Women’s Ministry and so on. Thank you for 
your support!  

Our ability to give comes from God, who is the great giver. That God our Father created us and all that 
exists means that He has given us everything we need. When we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this 
day our daily bread,” we are praying for the Lord to provide us much more than a loaf of pumpernickel, 
rye, wheat or whatever our favorite bread may be. Martin Luther wrote in the Small Catechism that, 
“Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body such as food, 
drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout 
children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, 
self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”  

As you can see from this list, God is generous in providing all that is needed for life. Luther certainly 
could have added to this list, but his point was made. God not only provides what we need, but calls us 
to use what we’ve been given in caring for our neighbors. Of particular emphasis in the life of the church 
from its infancy was the care for widows and orphans. “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, 
the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 
world.” James 1:27 

This is leading me to draw attention to two important ministries that we have been generous in 
supporting, namely the Bridgeton Food Pantry out of Christ Lutheran and the Bridgeton Soup Kitchen 
where meals are made and distributed at St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church. The second Sunday of the 
month we have consistently donated non-perishable food for the food pantry. Likewise, we have a glass 
jar for cash donations for purchasing food for the soup kitchen. 

One thing you may not be aware of is that each February there has been a nationwide drive called 
Souperbowl of Caring. This initiative started in 1990 from a prayer which reads, "Lord, even as we enjoy 
the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat" was 
delivered to a small youth group at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC led by Brad Smith, 
who was serving as a seminary intern at the time (as quoted from the website 
https://tacklehunger.org/about-us/our-history) 

From that local start the movement has included churches, schools, community groups and businesses 
which give in support of fighting hunger in their respective communities. By participating we are drawing 
attention to the plight of hunger and the work of God’s people to address hunger in our communities.  

So yes, on Superbowl Sunday, February 13th, please bring non-perishable food items (particularly cans of 
soup) to the church for the Food bank or a financial donation for the Soup Kitchen. In the call to provide 
food for the hungry, we also meet Jesus. “For I was hungry, and you gave me food…Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:35a and 40) Thank you 
for your loving generosity! 

 God bless, 
 Pastor Mark 

https://tacklehunger.org/about-us/our-history


An Open Letter to Emanuel 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 

came to visit me.”  (Matthew 25:35-36 NIV) 

To all my friends at Friesburg, 

As I read that every time in the New Testament with someone I knew from my Luther League retreats and shore 

trips, I knew I felt sorry and wrong in ignoring Bill (McPherson). At first, he was way up in north Jersey, so I 

made an excuse. At Christmas, do I send a card? I did not. “What if he escaped and came and killed my girls or 

grandbabies?” So no cards were sent. 

Then came Pastor Dave to our house and Poppie and I filled him in on the Bill we knew as a child at church, 

retreats, Luther League, Ed’s visit to him in the Salem jail after it happened. Again, I felt awful that I could not 

have done more of what God wanted me to do. I have now asked God and Bill to forgive me, and I know both 

have. 

Now Bill was moved right in Bridgeton. No excuse. I now could go with Pastor Dave or Bill’s mother to see him. 

So Wayne Knerr babysat for Poppie and learned all his army bug-out tricks, and I went. 

To my delight, this was a fine young man now. Still with an awful past event in his life. Considering he has been 

in jail longer than he was out of jail before, he has a good command of the English language, spells better than I 

do, is polite and appreciates all things anyone does for him You could visit him, too. My first real time in a jail, I 

felt very safe in a room with visitors and 100 guys that are in jail also. 

Bill did not have an easy, loving, appropriate childhood, so the problem started right there. His real father, now 

dead, was awful and the stories his mom tells and he tells are awful. Very few people had the awful beatings, 

locked in closets that he had. Finally, mom divorced the father and married Walt who we all loved, and Bill loved, 

but the damage was done already. Bill’s hope is, if he ever gets out, he will change his name to Walt’s last name. 

Bill started art work with no lessons or instruction, and as you see, has done great things with Jesus in the Bible 

and also cards for people. We have reduced a hand-drawn card to $5.00. You can write to him (address below), 

tell him what you want him to draw, the message you want inside, and give him a month, as it must go to his 

mom to you. This keeps Bill with a craft to fill hours and not get involved with others, and that is so good. A 

picture of Christ in the Bible is only $5.00, also. You write and give him the place it is found in the Bible or 

places it is found. He reads about the story and draws it for you. This is a way to get into the Word for you and for 

him. 

Please consider writing him. Please consider having him make you a card or a picture. Maybe you might want to 

go with Pastor Mark or his mother for a visit. 

Did you ever make a mistake as a kid? I did. I ran the narrow platform between 69th Street stop to the next stop, 

easily six blocks away, pushing open the door that said “No Trespassing,” leaving my friends wondering what I 

was doing running to the next station. The idea I could unite the two groups that just got separated as the doors 

closed before we all got on the train, I saw, in ten minutes or sooner, the train coming. My mom had always said, 

“Stay on the platform where you wait for the train. Don’t stand too close to the yellow line as you can get sucked 

in. Now, I was running on a two-foot-wide walk high above Market Street. 

To hear the rest of the story, I know you will have read my plea to help Bill. Serve Jesus in this way. We all make 

awful mistakes as kids, and if abused all your childhood, the damage is awful.  

Mona now contacts Bill by Jay Pall on her phone. You can do that, too, but I am not smart enough to get it on for 

some reason. So, if not a letter writer, here is another method that Cindy could help you with. 

Consider a visit, a letter, ordering a card for $5.00 so he can have money to buy more supplies. Advance the 

Kingdom with love. God’s forgiveness is for all and all circumstances. Bill has already asked God, with great 

remorse, to forgive him, but he can still not forgive himself. 

Please consider Bill and this ministry. Thank you all. Pray for him, if nothing else, you can do at this time, 

Love, Rene 

(Bill’s address: William McPherson 314676-336213c, 215 S Burlington Rd. Bridgeton, NJ 0301) 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


